




















ney 


—_——— or 











—=—[=——~ 





EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY BENJAMIN L 


~ @BNIUS OF UNIVERSAL BUANCIPATION. 





UNDY, GREENEVILLE, TENNESSEE, ~* 














_ 


“We hold these truchs to be -eif- 






° ; . , ’ 
happiness.” —— Declaration Independence U. S. 


Creator with certain unahenable rights; that among these are hife, uberty, and the Pursuant 


ent. that all mes are created equal, and endowed by thei? 





gs 
eo 
Os | 





20-3. - -< ——— = 








No. 40ers If. Seo 





THTH MONTH, 15th, 1823. 


WHoLr No. 32. 


ON 





EE 

Sickness has prevented the editor from 

attending to the title page and index for the 

second volume of this work, as well as sun- 

dry other matters deserving of notice.—He 

is however again at his post; and will short- 
ly endeavour to “have things to rights.” 


MANUMISSION SOULETY 
OF TENNESSEE. 
MINUTES, 

Of the Ninth Aunual Convention 
Manumission Society of Tefinesseer, held 
at Lost Creek Meeting House, Jefferson 
County, East Tennessee, on tre ilth and 
12th days of the 8th Month (fugust) 1823. 


The Ninth Annual Convention of the 
Manunussion Society of Tennessee, met on 
the Lith of the 8th month (August,) agreea- 
ble to adjournment last year. , 

1st, The President calling the house to 
order, the following persons produced cer- 
tificates of their legal appointment as repre- 
sentatives to this Convention, viz. 

From Greene Branch, Samuel McNeeg, 
Abram Marshill, and ‘Thomas Hoge Junr. 

From the Maryville do. Aaron Hackney, 
and Ephraim Lee. 

Bethesda do—Stephen Brooks and Isa- 
iah Harrison. . 

Hickory Valiey do.—Jvhn Coulson. 

Nolachucky do—Thomas Doan™ 
Jonun M’Amis. 

Washington do.—Isaac Hammer. 

French Broad do—William Snoddy, 
Andrew Criswell, and Samuel Montgom- 
ery. 

Dumpling Creek do.—Elijah Williams, 

Jcfferson duu—Jesse Lockhart, Waiiiam 
B:azieton, and Johw Caldwell, 

Middle Creek do.—William W. Beil. 

Beaver Creek do.— Alexander Stowell. 

Newport do.— William Garrett. 

Carter’s Station do.— Thomas Pogue. 


Turkey Creek do. > 
Holston do. 

Sullivan do. 

Powel’s Valley do. 
Knoxville do. & 
Chestooey do. 


Qnd. The President, Clerk, and Trea- 
surer’s offices expiring, and they having 
rendered a satisfactory account of 
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not represented. 
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charge of their duty in office,—The Convene 
tion nominated Stephen Brooks, and Alex- 
ander Stowell to superintend the election of 
ofticers:—and on counting the votes, it ap- 
peared that James Jones was duly re-elect- 
ed President, UVhomas Doan clerk, and Asa 
Gray treasurer. 

Sd; Vhe number of members reported to 
this Convention, amount to 490; and the 





number of signers to petitions 1387—No 
of tho BPE 


rt of either having been made by even 
of the branches, en 
4th, The President addressed the Con- 
vention in writing, on the subject of its de- 
liberations. , 

Sth, Resolved, that Stephen Brooks, 
William Snoddy, John Coulson, Samuel 
McNees, and William Garrett, be a com- 
mittee to take into consideration the ad- 
dress of the President, and report thereon 
to-day. 

6th, The committee reported concurrence 
with the views of the President. 

7th, Resolved, that Wilham Snoddy, 
William Garrett, and Samuel McNees, be 
a committee todraw up an address to the 
several Branches, and toreport to-morrow- 
| morning. 

8th, Resolved, that Jesse Lockhart, and 
Alexander Stowell, be a committee to pre- 
pare a memorial to the State Legislature, 
and repert to-morrow morning. 

9th, Resolved that John Caldwell, and 
William Brazleton, be a committee to pre- 
pare an address to the several re’igious de- 
nominations, and report to-morrow morn- 
Ing. 

10th, The President having been ree 
ajvested by last Convention, to prepare a 
memorial to Congress, to be laid before this 
Convention, reported one, which was read 
once and laid on the table. 

Lith, Resolved, that the standing com- 
mit.ee of inspection, appointed at last Con- 
vention, be continued in office until the next, 
with the addition of Thomas Hoge Junr. in 
place of Wesley Earnest, removed away. 

12th, Resoived, that this Convention re- 
quest each member of the Manumission So- 
ciety of Tennessee, to contribute 124 cents, 
or as much more as he may see preper, to 
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13th, The corresponding committee, ap- 22. Resolved, that Jesse Lockhart be added 

pointed by last Convention, report compli- | to the Mes ave committee; and that 

% ance,as far as practicable: wherefore, it is | said comfiliftee, prepare a memorial to the 
résolved, that thesgaid committee be contin- | State Legislature, and also, an address to 
| ved till next Convention, and that it report the several religious communities, and re- 





thereto. | port them vo next. Convention for concur- 
} 14th, Resolved, that: the President’s ad- rence, to be in readiness for future occa- 
dress be printedin the “Genius of Uaiver-|sions, — 
| sal Emancipation.” 23. ‘The memorial to Congress was read 
| 15th, The proposals of the Abolition So- its last time, and concurred with.—A copy 
° » ° ’ . ° . ’ 5. » 
ciety of Kentucky, for becoming consolida- | wherecf to be filed in the Clerk’s Office. 





ted under one head, with the Manumission| 23. Resolved, that the address to the re- 
Society of Tennessée, not being agreed to ligious denominations, be put into the hands 
by this Convention, on account of certain of the corresponding committee to lay be- 
difficulties which might attend it—the cor-' fore the respective worshiping societies. 
responding committee is directed to write) 25. Resolved, that the thanks of this con- 
tothat humane Association, in the most | vention, be presented through the President 
friendly manner, giving them the reasons |to the inhabitants of the vicinity of Lost 
why their proposal was not accepted. “|Creek Meeting-house, for the very hospita- 
16th, Resolved. that the “President of ble manner in which the members of this® 
each branch, be required to collect the pe- | Convention have been treated by them. 
titions in his respective branch, and forward | 26. Resolved, that the next annual con- 
: them immediately, to the men herein mam-| vention of the Manumission Society of Ten. 
ed) viz—James Jones, for Greene, and the | be held at Lost Creek Meeting-house, Jef- 
Counties above it; and William Brazleton ferson county, on the second day (Monday) 
Senr. for Jefferson, Sevier, Blount, Knox, succeeding the second seventh day (Satur- 
and Claiborn counties, by them to be for-' day) inthe eighth month (August) 1824, at 
warded to the ensuing Legislature. 10 o’clock, A. M. and to consist of the one 
The Convention adjourned until 9 o’clock | twentieth of the members, excepting that 
to-morrow morning. \when a branch may not consist of 20 mem- 
Sih mo. (August) 12th, \bers—tin that case, such branch shall be en- 
The Convention met near the time ad-' titled to one representative. To which time 
journed to. jand place, this convention adjourns. 
17—Resolved, that the President, James Signed by order of the Convention. 
Jones, Thomas Hoge Ji. and Thomas Doan, | JAMES JONES, President. 
be a committee to preparea Memorial to) THOMAS DOAN, Clerk, 
be presented toa fucure Session of Congress, | 


and report the same to next Convention | 
for inspection. 
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PRESIDEN'I’S ADDRESS 


To the Convention. 
i8—Resolved, that the President be di-| FELLOW LABORERS IN THE CAUSE OF SUF- 


rected to have the Minutes of this Conven- FBRING HUMANITY—Having che satisfaction 
tion, and the address to the respective of meeting you in this Convention, being 
branches, printed at the expense of the in- the 9th ot our Benevolent Institution, and 
stitution, and that he forward a copy of each, Having been by you promoted to the high 
~to each branch, either by private convey- and important station of President, the com- 
ance or by mail, pplete fulfillment of that trust, I feel my in- 
19—The committee appointed yester-/adequacy to perform—yet I shall, to the 
day, to prepare an address to the branches, best.of my abilities discharge the sever- 
reported one, which underwent three seve- alyd@uties ofiny appointment. ‘This Con- 
ral.readings, and was approved. vention has again met for the purpose of 
20—The committee appointed yesterday adopting the best and wisest measures, for 

to prepare a memorial to the ensuing State promoting the great object of the Manumis- 
Legisiature, reported one, which underwent |sion Society ot ‘Tennessee, which is the gra- 
its several readings, and was approbated. A dual abolition of slavery. ‘The progress of 
copy thereof to be filed in the clerk’s office. said humane society, since the last meet- 
ist. The committee appointed yesterday jing of the Convention, has a favorable ap- 
pepe an address to the respective re- pearance, andthe principle of freedom 1s 
igious denominations, which underwent its more and more acknowledged by all classes 
several readings, and was concurred with. | of citizens of our State. But notwithstand- 
A copy to be filedin the Clerk’s Office. _jing this, the cause of justice seems to be 1D 
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gome cegree retarded by many of the mem- 
bers which have entisted to advance the 
benevolent design of the society becoming 
lukewarm, and indifferent. ‘There are also 
very many members of religious so- 
cieties of christians, who wil’ not take an 
active part in advocating the rights of man, 
thereby discouraging such as are willing, 
from doing it. This portion of religious 
professors appears to be the strongest spoke 
that the old Demon of oppression has in the 
wheel of slavery. 

Among the several subjects that wil! come 
before you the followiny are a part— 

Firs'—} would solicit this Convention to 
take the inost effectual meansin its powe: 
for stirring up such of the members of this in- 
Stitution es are settled down into a state of 


inactivity; for fam fully persuaded that if 


each member of the society did but moder- 
ately exert the influence he has with the tn. 
habitants of this country, that jastice aud 
the equal rights of man would ere long trt- 
unmiph over prejudice and tyrannical oppres- 
sion. 

Secondly—I recommend to this Conven 
tion, to consider the propriety of soliciting 
the ensuing session of Congress, by way of 
remonstrance, on the all-important subject 
ofslavery, asking in the most impressive 
terms, for its Legislative aid in the removal! 
(at least) of some of the great and outrage- 
ous evils which are practised by the advo- 
cates of the present system of slavery,under 
this (otherwise free) government—to wit: 
the driving human beings through different 
pirts of this Republic, frequently in hand. 
cuffs and chains, to some market place of 
human flesh and blood, there to be sold for 
slaves, which is often attended with the un- 
just, antichristian custom of separating hus- 
band and wife.— hese, with many other e- 
vils, [ think Congress has full and complete 
power to take cognizance of, and entirely, 
discourage, by laying sufficient fines upon 
all such inhuman offenders.—If this should 
be done by our National Rulers, it would be 
preparing the way for universal freedom. 

Thirdly.—1 also solicit the Convention 
to take into serious consideration the expe- 
dieucy of addressing our oext State Legis- 
lature, by Memorial, praying that body to 
give iis Legislative aid in putting down the 
enormuus evils of slavery in this state. I 
would suggest the propriety of such Memo- 
rial, in part, co-operating with the petition 


dealers in human beings, whose conduct is 
equal in crime to piracy. : 

Fourthly.—1 recommend to the Conven- 
tion to consider the propriety oi suliciuag 
each of the religious societies of christians to 
join in petitioning government to give Leg- 
islative assistance in abolishing Taverne 
The removal of this darkest of stains from 
the reputation ofaur republican institutions, 
requires the consent of ail the people in 
community. Certainly Christian profes- 
sors of all denominations, will not hesitate 
(for a moment) in giving their co-operation 
in petitioning the several Legislatures from 
each of their respective bodies, on the all 
)important subject. The time now seems 
fuliy come, that all religious societies con- 
fess slavery to be wrong. Lt wish each de- 
nomination of christians and every member 
thereof, to consider, that by the consent of 
ihe inhabitants, this great evil may be re- 
moved through Legislative interference:— 
aud let each society & every member there- 
ot, which hols back and stands mute, con- 
sider that they do ina greater or less de- 
gree approbate the iniquitous practice of 
iuvoluniary slavery; and all the concomi- 
tant evils which attend it. 

! trust that none of the members of this 
Convention will be deterred from the duty 
they owe to their country and coloured bre- 
thren, on account of an address from a for- 
mer Convention to the several religious so- 
cieties, in some instances being passed over 
as unworthy of notice, merely because the 
benevolent design was not something novel, 
or new. Justice is always the same as if 
new, ard changes not. Lhave no doubt but 
time will convince such persons as reason 
after that manner, of their self-exalted fol- 
ly, and show tbe propriety of all classes in 
this great Republic, joining to ask Legisla- 
tive aid in promoting the rights of man. 

[ further suggest to the Convention the 
advantages which might arise from soitable 
| persons being sent out thro’ this atate,for the 

purpose of promoting the cause of justice. 

Lastly.—I recommend to this Convention 
to consider the propriety of sending an ad- 
dress to the several branches thereof, en- 
‘joining on them to be faithful in advocating 
the great work of humanity, which they have 
embarked in, advising them to strictly ad- 
here to our constitution. These, with other 
‘matters which may claim your serious delib- 
eration, L submit to you with desires you 




















that is in circulation among the citizens of may be guided by uuerring wisdom in trans- 


this state, praying the gradual abolition of 
slavery, and exhibiting to that honorable bo- 


dy in plain terms, the nature of the evila 


practised by a setofiniand kidoappers and 


acting tue important business befure you, 


JAMES JONES, 
Highth Month nth, 123 









GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMACIFTION, 





Fiat Justitia 








ADDRESS 
Of the .%inth Annual Convention of the 


Manumission Society of Tennessee, to the re- 
spective Branches. 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW LABORERS: 


lhis Convention consider it their duty 
to address you, and to bring to your view 
the important duty that devolves on you as 
Branches. 


Having in former addresses, entered ful- 
ly into an examination of the subject of, 
slavery, and having shewn its injustice, and 
how repugnant it was to the principles of 
Justice, & the rights of man, we deem it un- 
necessary in this address, to enter into a re- 
examination of its principles—tIn fact it ap- 
pees to be given up by all classes of our 
citizens, that slavery is wrong; that it isun 
just; that it is a shameful violation of the 
mghtsof man; and that it is inconsistent 
with the principles of political justice and 
sound policy, Vhe removal of this great 
evil isthe object of this Convention, of its 
Branches, of its Members, and ought to be 
the object of every member of sinil society. 


The governinent of this country is a re- 
publican represeniative one: all power is 
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usages that have existed ever since our 
government existed,—and that have become 
so familiar, that their injustice is not dis- 
coverable at the first view; hence let eve- 
ry member of this society endeavour by 
sound argument, to hold up the practice of 
slavery in its trve colors. 

This Convention recommends the estab- 
lishment of as many new branches as possi- 
ble, in every neighvorhood, fA little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump,” Let a Branch 
Society be raised in every neighborhood, & 
by patient perseverance in the path of duty, 
under the divine blessing they will succeed. 
‘While this Convention views with satis- 
faction the exertion made by some of the 
Branches, yet they lave to lament the 
want of zeal, and diligence in others, and 
are sorry to find, that several branches are 
not represented in this Convention. 

We would call the attention of the Presi- 
dents, and members of the Branches in the 
most pointed manner, to this duty. Be ac- 
tive; be diligent in all that we recommend 
—<dy not fail to send to each annual Con- 
vention, Representatives, with all necessa- 
ry reports and returns. 

Remember, friends and fellow labourers, 





























here it ought ta be, with the people. It is 
with them, toremove the evil of slavery, by 
insiructing their representatives, to pass a 
‘Taw declaring that the children of slaves 
born in this state, after a day fixed by the 
Legislature shall be tree, at an age which 
that body might think proper. If this was 
done, the evil would begin to grow out, and 
would ultimately be done away, and cease 


to be a stain on the character of our govern- 
ment. 


Here a scene opens to the view,.in which 
every member of the society ‘should labour 
with zeal and diligence—lIn short, the suc- 
cess of this good cause rests, in a great de- 
Bree, on the piety, zeal and diligence of its 
m+mbers: Hence let every one be activel 
engaged; let them be prepared to shew their 
neighbors, and to those they may have. in- 
tercourse with, how unjust, and how impol- 
atic slavery is; that it will, if persisted in, 
ultimately bring dewn on this happy land 
the judgment of a just & righteous God: & 
let them on these occasions, prevail on as 
rf as they can, to sign the petitions to 
the Legislature, and thus instruct their re- 
presentatives to pass the necessary laws. 


In discharging the duties that devolve up 
on you as members of this society, you have 


to combat with principles, and practices, 


God will deliver these distressed people— 
He will deliver them through our instru- 
\inentality, ifwe will be diligent and zealous 
‘inhis cause. But if we fil to act our part, 
yet he will deliver them. “He that planted 
| the ear, shall he not hear? He that formed 
| the eye, shall he not see?” He will see their 
oppression, wili hear their groans, and will 
deliver them—If not through our instru- 
mentality, because we fail to act our part, 
yet he will deliver them perhaps by his aw- 
ful judgmen:s,in which »e may for our lukeg 
warmness, anil supineness, be —called to 
share, let us therefore be diligent. 

The concerns of the Society cannot be 
carried on without some expense, yet that 
expense will be butsmall. Let the Presie 
dents of the different Branches, collect from 
each member 12 1-2 cents, and convey it 
tethe treasurer of the convention, which 
will be sufficient to pay the expense. 

This Convention recommends to its 
branches and members, to encourage the 
circulation of a periodical work, pubiished 
in Greeneville, Tennessee, entitled the 
“Genius of Universal Emancipation,” as @ 
means of promoting the cause of emancipa- 
tion. 


All which is submitted. ) 
WM: SNODDY, Chairman. 








that have been sanctiened by iaws, and by’ 


12th day of 8th month, 1823. 
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AMERICAN CONVENTION. 

The foliowing letter was received a few 
days since, from the secretary of the acthig 
committee of this institution, and [I have 
conciu:led that the best way to give it pub'i- 
city is by an insertion in this paper. —Editor. 

Philadelphia, 8 Mo. 8th, 1825. 
RespecreD Frienp, 
[am directed by the Acting Commit- 
tee of “the American Convention, for pro- 
moting the abolition of Slavery, and impro- 
ving the condition of the African Race,” 
to inform the several societies established 
in the United States, tor the protection and 
benefit of coloured persons, that the next 
biennial meeting of the Convention is te be 
held at Philadelphia on the “first Taesday 
of October,” next. Al! such societies are 
entitled to send delegates in number not 
exceeding ten; and they are invited so to do. 
— Thou wilt please do us the favour to com 
municate this to the seciety of which thou 
art a menvber. Very respectfully, 
Thy Friend, 
THOMAS EARLE 
Sec’y. Acting Committee. 
BenysaMin Luwpy. 





For the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 
THE ENQUIRER. 

Having observed, in No. 16 vol. 2 of the 
Genius of Universal Emancipation, some 
observations‘made by a writer over the sig- 
nature of “4fricanus,” with regard to the 
value of the labor of slaves, compared with 
that of freemen, and reflecting much upon 
this important subject since, [ have been in- 
duced to believe that it might be to our ad- 
vantage, to make an enquiry into it, to as- 
certain whether there cannot be a great im- 
provement in the method of emploving the 
people of colour in these United States. 

Smith, in his “Wealth of Nations,” says: 
“Labor in any country, and at all times, 1s 
the best criterion to judge of the nature of 
all commodities, the product of, or improv- 
ed by the labor of that particular country.” 
If these conclusions of his shuuld be gener- 
ally correct, will not thaf rule assist us in 
making the proposed enquiry? 

| am by no means prepared to go into de- 
tails upon the subject, but will throw in my 
mite, by making some ebservatiens, and 
trust others feeling an interest in this great 
question, will come forward, and with their 
own particular knowledge and experience 
assist in bringing the subject before the 
public inits true light, unbiased by former 
prejudices, customs, or attachments to older 
practices. All are more or less interested, 
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but nune more so than the slave holders 
themselves. ‘To go fully into the enquiry, 
it may be best to endeavour to ascertain the 
views or origin of importing laborers from 
Africa. But] am not prepared to satisfy 
inysetfor others, whether it was done from 
a plea of necessity or of choice. By the 
iaws of nature, water will, if not obstructed, 
flow until it finds its level. Money, also, 
wil’ go where it is in the most demand-~ 
and labor, like water and money, will also 
zo and remain where it is the most needed, 
ifno obstruction exists. If the planters in 
the West Indies, and on this continent, had 
not imported laborers from Africa, would 
not the great demand for labor to cultivate 
te cane, coffee, tobacco, rice, cotton, indigo, 
&c. have brought on labourers from the dif- 
ferent parts of Kurope; and at this time 
instead of having millions of people 
of colour among us, would there not have 
been that many, and perhaps more people of 
our own colour in addition to the present 
white population? For does not the exist- 
ence of siavery prevent white labourers from 
cowing into certain districts of our coun- 
try, where the labour is chiefly done by 
slaves? and is it not also the cause of many 
white laborers leaving such districts as soon 
as they conveniently can? Some that are 
better informed than myseif can ans- 
wer this enquiry. {am of the opinion that 
white laborers are not much inclined to 
mix in theiremployment with slaves, and 
that the existence of slavery in any district 
or country takes the laboring part of busi- 
ness from the hands of the whites and pla- 
ces it into the hands of the blacks, thus in-. 
ducing the white part of the population to 
velieve that labor is degrading to them, and 
thacit by necessity, or choice they do Jabor, 
they are thought but little better than the 
slaves. Under those circumstances, will it 
uot be natural for such toimprove their sit- 
uation by removal, while the same Circum- 
stances would also deter other white labor- 
ers from coming into those cistricts? If 
such are the consequences of the labor be- 
ing done by slaves, it must continue to be 
done by them, until some change takes 
piace that will bring into action the dormant 
powers of the white inhabitants of those dis- 
tricts—some change that will operate so as 
to preserve the laboring whites that are al- 
ready there, or that will induce other white 
laborers to come in for the purpose of la- 
bur. It is admitted that the true riches of 
a country consists chiefly in the laboring 
part of the community, or rather in the pro- 
ducts of their labor; and where laborers gre 











30 


GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION 








Fiat Justitia 





Kiuat Calum. 























but few, in consequence the product will be 
small and of but little value, unless that lit- 
tle labor should be of an uncomnonly profi- 


of laborers, just according to that deficiency 
does that district lack of the improvement 
it would otherwise have if laborers were 
more plenty. 
Should these sentiments be correcf, is not 
the plan of the Colonization Society an in- 
jurious scheme tothese United States? 
Look at history, and consider the effects up- 
on Spain’ Waenthe Moors and the Jews 
were expelled frown that country, did not 
some part thereof almost become a wilder- 
ness for want of laborers? ‘Ihe policy of 
importing laborers from Africa, whether 
good or bad, is not now-so much a subject of 
interest as to know under existing circum 
stances what is best to be done with that 
people now among us: they are part of our 
population, and they at this time appear to 
be necessary to us; therefore would it not 
be mistaken policy tosend them from us, 
unless we can introduce white laborers in 
their places; and before we thus send off the 
black part of our population, will it not be 
wisdom in us to enquire and kaow whether 
their places can at this time be supplied by 
’ white laborers? If Africanus is correct in 
' theassertion that freemen will do double 
the labor of slaves, then we might by eman- 
cipating our biacks spare one half, and vet 
have the same labor done by the other hall, 
as we now have done by the whole number, 
and thus save the amouut of feeding and 
clothing of those sent away.—But admitting 
that to be correct, yet would it not be bad 
policy to send any away, until our country 
is fully improved? on the contrary would 
it not be best to retain them, and improve 
the country so much the more ? 

When travelling on the great road lead- 
ing from Virginia to the westward, and to 
the cotton settlements, and observing plan- 
ters removing with their families and nume- 
rous collections of negroes, [ have often re- 
flected upon and considered the great inju- 
ry that Virginia was sustaining by losing 
such numbers of her laborers: but labor will 
find its level. The value of a black being 
much greater in the cotton settlements than 
in Virginia, that State must and will suffer 
until the demand comes upon a level be- 
tween the two sections of country, with reck- 
oning the expense of transportation. Ne- 
vertheless a Virginian may savy, let them go, 
we can spare them, as the natural increase 
will supply all deficiencies, yet admitting 


table kind;and thusif thereis a deficiency /rapidly onthe advance. But to come at 


ry fur want of laborers, or perhaps on the re- 
trograde, while otier parts of these States 
under more auspicious circumstances are 





the true state of the question, which is: the 

most cheap and profitable labor, that of 

freemen, or those ina state of slavery, we 

must both observe and take all facts and 

circumstances into consideration, 

A neighbor being asked the price of his 

corn, replied three shiliings, stating that it 
cost him three shillings and sixpence, his, 
corn being raised by slaves; and his veraci- 
ty was not called in question: Though his 
land was good and perhaps his crops pro- 
ductive, yet after feeding his negroes, there 
would be but little leit fur sale, which cost 
him the price stated; while, at the same. 
time, other farmers in the neighborhoed who 
raised their corn by the labour of freemen, 
could afford to sell their corn at two shil- 
lings per bushel. It is generally observed 

by travellers, thatas svon as they get into 
those parts of the country where slavery ex- 
ists to much extent (Kentucky excepted) 
travelling is more expensive, provisions, 
horse feed &c. being more dear, than in 
those parts where slavery does not exist.— 
Why isit soP ig it because the labour of 
slaves is more dear, or do they have more 
profit? ifthe profic is greater, would not 
that induce them tou make greater improve- 
ments, or induce others to come from those 
districts where produce was not of so much 
value, a3 competition will generally bring 
things to a level? or does the degrading 
condition of a white labourer preveut peo- 
ple from coming from other parts, thus pre- 
venting the full play of competition 2 E this 
is the case, it may be that the produce f 

those labouring districts does in reality cost 
them more than in other parts of the coun- 
try where the labor is dune by freemen, and 
as the price is high, it may be as low as can 
be afforded. 

Itishighly probable that those districts 
or sections of country that have their labour 
done principally by slaves, have been suy- 
ported by akind of monpoly that climate 
has given thein; and if the western, eastern, 
and the middie states of the Union, wou'd 
have entered completely in competition 
with the more southern states in the pro- 
duce of sugar, cotton, rice, tobacco &c, the 
price would have been brought down so low, 
as to cause the planters to have altered their 
method of business, by pursuing a more eco- 
nomical plan than has been done, which 
provably would ere this time, in a great 
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has been a competition between individuals, 
companies, or people, that those who can af- 
ford to bring their goods the cheapest into 
m:irket do ultimately succeed—and if it 
should be found that the labour of slaves is 
dearer than that of freemen, no doubt but 
tha: in a short time it will be done by free- 
men: necessity alone will force us to make 
the change, thus giving but little choice in 
the end. Smith, in his ‘Wealth of Na- 
tions,” says: “Every article, the produce 
of labour, where there are no circumstances 
Operating asa monopoly, will ultimately be 
brought down by competition as low as it 
can be afforded when managed on the most 
economical plan.” Ifthese conclusions are 
Correct, it will lead us to enquire whethei 
elimate has, or has not prevented a free com. 


petition in the production of many articles, | 
the growth of these states, & it it has, whe- 


ther the monopoly heretofore given some 
districts by climate will in furare operate 
as formerly. It may possibly be we are ov 
the cve of greitchanges in many respects— 
We find tobacco canbe raised to good ad- 
vantage in such a large section of these 
states and other parts of America, that we 
may presume that article will be kept at a 
very moderate price for the future. ‘The 
same observations may be applied to rice,es- 
pecially if we take into cohsideration that 


there is a species of upland rice that may be | 


cultivated to good advantage in many parts 
ofthis country which is a good substitute 
for the other kind. The rice from the East 
Indies the produce of free labour, will no 
doubt with other circumstances keep that ar- 
ticle at as low a price as it can be afforded, 
when cultivated upon the most frugal plan. 
We have fir a long time been superse- 
ded in the articie of indigo by what came 
from South America & from Bengal—The 
article of cotton has for some years past in 
these statesemployed the labor of slaves 
more than any other product. What effects 
the great changes may have, that have lately 
taken place in the Colonies formerly unde) 
the jealous policy of Spain, time only car 
determine; but should the inhabitants of 
such vast fertile regions where the climate 
is 80 congenial to the growth of cotton, turn 
their attention to the cultivation of this -ar 
ticle, that circamstance in addition to the 
sarge districts that have been opened, and 
will continue to be opened, in these states 
favourable to the culture of cotton, will 
cause it to be produced upon ascale 
that will in all probability reduce the 
price to the lowest ebb, with taking in, the 
circumstance of the competition of cotton 
from the East Indies raised by freemen. But 


there are other circumstances that will vo 
doubt enable the fieemen of the ¢ flerent 
states tognter completely inte compeution 
witheur more scuthern peighbors in the 
produce of raw stuffer clothing. It will 
be recollected that but few years past cot- 
ton stuffs fiimed but a very inconsiderable 
part of our clothing: but the invention of 
the gin for separating the seed from the cot- 





ton, and the discovery of the art of spinning 
it by machinery, enabled the planter and 
the manufacturer by the aid of these labour 
saving machines, to go upon such an exten- 
sive scale, and to bring goods made of cot- 
ton so cheap into the different markets, that 





clothing made of flax and hemp was very 
much superseded by that made frem cot- 
ton, which gave the more southern parts of 
these states great advantages over other 
parts of the Unien in the produce of raw 
materials for clothing. But now,by scme late 
inventions, flax and Lemp may be produced 
much cheaper than cotton, & there isa new 
method of spinning by machinery, whereby 
feur pounds of flex ard hemp may be spun 
at the expense of one pound of cotten. The 
new invention of dressing flax and hemp by 
machinery without rottirg, very much im- 
proves them in softness & durability; & is 
a!so a saving in the quantity, which applica- 
cation of labor saving machinery to flax and 
hemp will probably more than balance 
their application to cotton, This no doubt 
will again bring into general use, clothing, 
sheets &c, made of flax and hemp, as being 
more durable and pleasant. And as the in- 
habitants of Europe will no doubt avail them- 
selves of these late improvements in the 
methed of treating of, and of spinning flax 
and hemp, we may lock for a great change 
in a few yearsas it regards the cotton plan- 
ters, which circumstances will completely 
take away the monopoly that climate here- 
tofure had given to the people of the south- 
erp states as respects the growing of cotton. 
(‘Lo be concluded in next Number.) 





ILLINOIS. 

wh of the Conimittee, Sc. (conciuvEp.) 

‘our committee deem it their duty not to 
close their report without offering a few re- 
marks upon the law entitled “An act res- 
pecting free negroes, mulattoes, servants & 
slaves,” passed, March SOth, 1819, which 
actin the opinion of your committee needs 
revision and improvement; and they are 
happy to announce their entire capacity to 
devise a more effectual pian to prevent the 
infamous traffic in negro flesh, than that 
‘which 1s now prescribed by law. The great 
mperfection of the actin question must be 
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obvious tuevery one that reads it; and the 
inadequacy of its provisions to accomplisi 
tve purposes intended ty it, is démonstra- 
ted by its practical results. 
tion of the act suhjects toa penalty any per- 
son who shall forcibly take and carry out of 
the State any negro or muijatto, &c. It 
svems from this section that unless furce is 
actually used,no penalty would be incur- 
red, and the force must be continued until 
the negro is actually out ofthe state: Sup- 
pese a person should steal a negro in St, 
Ciairand take him to Gallatin county by 
lorce,and there hand him ever to another 
nevra stealer who should take him out of 
the Stuter—the first stealer would be per- 
fectly innocent and jucur no penalty what- 
ever, because he did not take hin out of the 
Stale by force. Ov suppose a person sould 
entice a negro to go with dim from this state 
for the purpase of driving horses to Aiaba- 
ma, and should there sell him: still he 
would be liable to no penalty because he 
had not taken the necro out of the state by 
foree. Ttis believed that mure negroes have 
beenenticed away by false and deceptive 
means ihaa Were ever taken out of the state 
by force,and yet there is no law. to punish 
those who thus entice negroes out of the 
state without force, and then sell them into 
perpetual siavery, Another imperfection 
in this section sugcests itself to your com- 
inittee, that to take any free negro out of the 
s{ate, even forcibly, & sell him is no crime, 
unless such negro or mulatto has previously 
exineda leva! settlement in the state. ‘The 
difheulfy, and in most instances the abso- 
lufe imposibiity of proving a legal settle- 
lsent (i phrase of extremely indefinite 
meaning initself) would in most cases ren 
der all attempts at prosecution ineffectual 
alabertive. Your committee do not hesi- 
fate togay thatthe law on this subject is 
extremely defective in its provisions, and 
requires and is susceptible of essential im- 
provements. 

[t is deemed important by our committee 
fhat the General Assembly should pass 
laws to prevent the emigration of coloured 
persons to this state, and to effect this ob- 
ject, itis thought that the first section of 
the act alluded tots not sufficiently com- 
prehensive ia its prohibition. | 
If free nevroes are permitted to reside) 
neve ai ali, they should be facilitated in the 
means of finding employment, and yet who! 
ever hires them incurs a heavy penalty, un- 
fess they are furnished with certain certli- 
cates which itis generally believed free ne- 
groes possess vr are capable of obtaining. 
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The ninth sec-. 


The penalty mentioned in the third section 
of the act isumprovident and unjust. More- 
over the punishment being extremely dis- 
proportioned tp the offence, it will, always 
be dificult, if not impossible, to effect con- 
viction. Whoever knowingly harbors or 
secretes the servant of another ought to be 
punished; put to class such a person with 
felons and thieves, seems to be unnecessa- 
rily rigorous. 

The seventh and eighth sections of the 
act are fiable to still greater objections, and 
your comtaittee suggest their entire repeal. 
" ‘The eleventh section of the act is un- 
meaning as it stands,& it 1s impossible to as- 
certain by any reference what contract of 
service is there intended. 

Whea we recollect that there is no serv- 
jiude in this state excent such as is the re- 
sult of compact and agreement, it is tmpos- 
sivle to reconcile the provisions of the 12th 
section with either the spirit or letter of our 
ccnustitution; and those of the 15th section 
are equally exceptionable. Inall the sec- 
tions alluded to, it is difficult to determine 
who is intended by the term servaut. 

It is very questionable whether the Gen- 
eral Assembiy have a constitutional right to 
discriminate in the punishment of negroes 
and white men committing the same offen 
‘ces, as is prescribed inthe 18th section of 
‘the sameact. [t would no doubt violate 
the constitution and every principle of le- 
vislation to punish a mechanic one way and 
a farmer another for the same offence. The 
impropriety, it strikes your committee, is 
epually great in either of these cases’ The 
constitution has not given to the General 
Assembly the right to legislate differently 
fur negroes and white men, 

Your committee have observed many oth- 
er imperfections in this act; and from the 
result of their investigation upon the whole 
subject committed to their consideration, 
lbeg leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee to whom 
was referred so much of the Govern«r’s 
‘speech as relates to the kidnapping of free 








‘vlacks, and the total abolition of slavery in 


this state, have leave to prepare a_ bill in 
conformity with their report on these sub- 
jects. 
RISDON MGORE. 
JOHN EMMITT. 
LT 
ERRATA. 

In No: 1, Vol. 3, page 5 and 23 line from 
thy top, for Pharoah acting, read Pharoah 
acrep. Page 6,52 line from top, for thew 
chosen policy, read their iLL chosen policy- 











